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June 18, 2019
Dear Rep. Estes:

Thank you for supporting enactment of U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) implementing legislation.
With your leadership and support, we are confident that USMCA will strengthen two of American agriculture’s
most important trade relationships and help U.S. farmers, ranchers, agribusiness, and workers realize

enhanced economic prosperity through open and fair trade.

The U.S. food and agricultural industry is a major contributor to the U.S. economy, supporting more than 22
million jobs including more manufacturing jobs than any other U.S. manufacturing sector. Agriculture related
activity accounts for 20 percent of the U.S. economy. Our industry is the economic backbone of rural America

and an essential driver of the overall economy, stimulating employment all along the value chain. See

FeedingTheEconomy.com for state and congressional district specific data on agriculture related economic

impact.

Under the predecessor agreement to USMCA, American food and agriculture annual exports to Canada and

Mexico grew over 400 percent, reaching over $40 billion. USMCA, in addition to securing existing market

opportunities, will provide enhanced market access for dairy, poultry, and eggs; establish modern, science-

based sanitary and phytosanitary standards that are the gold standard for future trade agreements; and

simplify customs procedures. Building on previously established market access and modernizing non-tariff

measures, USMCA will deepen the export competitiveness of U.S. food and agriculture, boosting U.S. jobs and

economic security.

We commend you for supporting USMCA and propelling this critical legislation one step closer to enactment.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
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